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Arizona Department of Public Safety and Law Enforcement Partners 
Concerned about the Impact of Proposed Congressional Budget Cuts to the 

Byrne/Jag Program in Arizona 
 
What is Byrne/Jag? It is a comprehensive criminal justice program that allows states flexibility in 
determining funding priorities.  In Arizona, the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission allocates 
the funding according to a statewide strategy that also incorporates state and local dollars to 
maximize the use of public dollars to combat drugs, gangs and violent crime. 
 
Arizona’s state-funded programs expect to see a decrease from $5.6 million in FY07 to an 
estimated $1.7 million in FY08 
 
Funded programs include: 

• 16 narcotics task forces  
• 15 tandem prosecution programs 
• Funding to the courts to correspond with the increased caseload 

 
The results of the work performed by the funded programs at DPS, which are now at risk, in an 
average one day period: 

• 1,312 Pounds of Marijuana seized; 43 grams of Methamphetamine seized; 70 grams 
of Crack Cocaine seized; 140 grams of Powder Cocaine seized; 58 tabs of Ecstasy 
seized 

• Cash Seized:  $4,075.00 
• Vehicles Seized:  5  
• Stolen Vehicles recovered:  1 
• 3 Stolen ATV’s recovered; 5 Misc stolen items recovered; 5 chain saws/2 big screen 

TV’s recovered; 37 Undocumented Aliens apprehended 
Task Forces involved in one day snapshot included Cochise, Graham, Greenlee, 
Pima, Maricopa, Coconino and Navajo Counties along with DPS K9, Border 
Interdiction, DPS Narcotics Bureau Detectives and GIITEM. 

 
Drastic funding cuts would result in the dismantling of several rural task forces 

leaving tens of thousands of miles without coordinated narcotics intervention efforts.  
Given Arizona’s unwanted role as a major trafficking corridor for narcotics smuggled 
across the border, the loss of these task forces have implications nationally, not just for 
Arizona. 


